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Camp (and other) Events
18 May 17
Hobbs Camp meeting
Veterans Museum
Athens, AL
6:00 p.m.
3 June 2017
Hobbs Camp picnic
Athens, AL

5 June 2017
Last day to register for
meals, etc., at the reunion!
9-10 June 2017
Division Reunion
West Point Elementary School
West Point, AL
(sponsored by Denney Camp 1442,
Cullman)
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COMMANDER’S CORNER
First off, I want to thank all of the various members that helped with the
Confederate Memorial Day Ceremony and Athens Historic City Cemetery Stroll Sunday 23 April, 2017. Our
camp executive committee was having a difficult time
trying to find two week-ends which we could fit into a
busy schedule when Lee Hattabaugh suggested that
we have them back-t0-back the same day. It worked
out very well -but with an unanticipated result.
We have not heard anyone complain that they
came for the Cemetery stroll and were exposed to a
Confederate Memorial instead. Therefore, we ended
up with an attendance of around 100 – 125 for the
memorial service whereas it usually only a dozen or
so, and sometimes not even a dozen. The only publicity for this time was word of mouth. Previous years
I have gone on the Jamie Cooper show and channel
19 to advertise it. Perhaps the message is that it is
better if I do not. We also may have reached and entirely different group this way.
On the other hand, the attendance at the cemetery stroll was poor. The estimate is about 250
whereas we have had as many as 1200 in years past.
The total donations were $137.00. The poor attendance and donations probably were due to the weather
and/or the even worse weather forecast. Look at the
picture included of the cast for the Cemetery stroll
and especially note the weather in the background.
Thank goodness we were able to sell hamburgers, hot
dogs, and flags at the Fiddler's Contest last fall. We
try to keep our expenses minimum and have been
able to survive on a small budget. But that means
some speakers are not invited because we cannot afford to pay their expenses. Mark Hubbs gave us an
excellent program on the Minie'
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Capt. Thomas H. Hobbs Camp #768
Sons of Confederate Veterans
Officers

Name

Phone #

Commander

Richard “Buzz” Estes

When you shop at AmazonSmile, Amazon donates 0.5% of
the purchase price to the Hobbs Camp. Bookmark a link
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/58-1916032 and support the
Hobbs Camp every time you shop.

256-434-0441

Officer Elections

1st Lt. Commander

Lee Hattabaugh

256-529-2158

2nd Lt. Commander

David Griggs

256-497-7736

Adjutant

Charles R. Christensen

Treasurer

John Witt
Dwight Banta

Chaplain

256-732-2266
256-732-4354
256-233-3848

The Hobbs Camp elects officers every two years, and 2017
is an election year. Elections will be held at the June meeting and newly elected officers take office in August.
Nominations received, so far as I know:
Commander: Lee Hattabaugh
1st Lt. Commander: Zack Magnusson
2nd Lt. Commander: David Griggs

Past Commanders

Tom V. Strain
Jimmy Hill

256-729-8501
256-614-3613

Cemetery Work Committee Chairman

Donnie Stanford

256-232-7418

The Sons of Confederate Veterans will return to Memphis, Tennessee, for their 2017 Reunion Convention.
This will be July 18-23, 2017, at the Cook Convention Center. It’s not too early to make hotel reservations
and register for the event. Visit www.scvmemphis2017.org for details.
Be sure to check the latest Alabama Confederate for information about the Alabama Division’s annual dinner
on the Thursday night of the reunion.

The Tennessee Valley Civil War Round Table (www.tvcwrt.org) meets at 6:30 on the second Thursday every month,
except December, at the Elks Lodge at 725 Franklin Street in Huntsville, Alabama (exceptions made for special events).
May 11, 2017, Michéle Butts, “Galvanized Yankees”
June 8, 2017, Art Candenquist, “Did Anyone REALLY Know What Time It Was? The Lack of
Time Standardization and Its Outcome on Many Battles”
July 13, 2017, Philip Leigh, “Confederacy at Flood Tide”
August 10, 2017, Whitney Snow, “Guntersville’s Teenage Civil War Diarist, Catherine Fennell”
September 14, 2017, TBA
October 12, 2017, TBA
November 9, 2017, TBA
If you are interested in joining the TVCWRT and their mission, contact:
Emil Posey at emilposey@ardmore.net / 256-278-5533
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Flag of the Month
As reported last month, I was recently asked if I could put our monthly report on the Alabama battle flags
on hold for a bit and talk about the official flag(s) of the Confederate States of America. You all probably
know that there is a lot of misinformation, and a lot of just plain outright lies, out there, so I’ll put a few
things in here that might help you if you’re ever asked about it.
This month, we turn to the second flag adopted by the Confederate Congress as a national standard. There
were many who thought that the first flag, flown since 1861, looked too much like the flag of the United
States, and a committee was formed to find a replacement. The new design was specified by the Confederate Congress to be a white field "with the union (now used as the battle flag) to be a square of two-thirds
the width of the flag, having the ground red; thereupon a broad saltire of blue, bordered with white, and
emblazoned with mullets or five-pointed stars, corresponding in number to that of the Confederate States."
Officially, the flag was to be made in the proportions of 1:2, or twice as long as it was tall, but, to my
knowledge, there aren’t too many out there in this size (especially today, much to my personal disappointment). Wikipedia reports that the flags that were actually produced by the Richmond Clothing Depot used
the 1.5:1 ratio adopted for the Confederate navy's battle ensign, rather than the official 2:1 ratio.

Popularly known as “The Stainless Banner”, the new design was formally adopted on 1 May 1863, and its
first official use was to cover the casket of Lt. General Thomas J Jackson, who was wounded during the Battle of Chancellorsville and died on 10 May 1863.

Above, an image of the “real” (official) size of the 2nd National Flag, at 2:1. Below, a the same scale, the
flag as generally produced in the 1.5:1 ratio. This was also adopted for use as the Naval ensign after 1863.

Come back next month, and find out what happened
with this version after only a short time of use in the
field.

The Thomas H. Hobbs Journal is the official newsletter of the Captain Thomas H. Hobbs Camp #768,
Sons of Confederate Veterans.
It is available online at www.scv768.org or by e-mail. If you would like to have the Journal sent to you please e-mail
the editor at r.httbgh73@gmail.com and your name will be added to the list. If you have photos, news, articles or
events for the Journal then e-mail them to the same address and we will try to publish your submission. All submissions become the property of the Thomas H. Hobbs Journal.
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ball and graciously accepted one of the Forrest Novels we had
for sale a few years ago. We kept a dozen or so to give to
speakers. The Thomas Hubbard Hobbs Journals that we sometimes give instead
have gotten rather expensive and we only have a few left. Some of our speakers
come at no cost to us because they are dedicated believers in our cause, but there
are also others we would like to invite but they cannot afford to come at no cost to
us. A bigger budget would be nice, but we will survive. Maybe we should consider
hosting the Alabama reunion again – for 2018 or 2019 either one of which could be
part of the 200th birthday of Alabama. It is a 3-year celebration. What do you think?
Now to more pressing matters: On or about 10 May, 2017 the Statue of Jefferson
Davis was dismantled and/or removed from its pedestal in New Orleans, La. That
leaves the statues of Gen. Robert E. Lee and Gen. Beauregard that are next on the
removal list by the City Council. Like many cities in the U.S. they are very short on
cash and resources and are wasting a lot of money paying to have these statues removed at night and with heavy police protection. Thus far, I have not heard of any
protesters against this that warranted so much police protection and the work crews
wearing flak jackets. Perhaps this is a reaction when one is doing something that
they know is WRONG!!
Many American cities are now run by a black city council and the cities are crumbling
around them as a result. It is not just the white flight of the workers moving out to
the suburbs but the companies abandoning the cities because they have become too
chaotic and crime-ridden. How is the removal of these historical statues helping
these cities? It may not meet the criterion of a hate crime, but the main motive is
hatred. The super sad element is that the main basis for the hatred is in error. I am
one of many that does not believe that the civil war was all about slavery. That belief came from the Emancipation Proclamation which was a military procedure that
was intended to weaken the south and maybe even recruit freed blacks into the Union Army. This was immediately followed with “reconstruction” in which the Freedman's bureau became the new provider red but did not require any work in return.
This became the formative generation of many of the people that are making these
racist decisions today. Of course, you cannot call those actions dissensions racist.
That is a characteristic reserved for anti-black remarks and any remarks critical of the
NAACP. That would be considered blasphemy, as well as bad taste. On the other
hand, some of us intend to NEVER SPEND any money in or about New Orleans. I do
not think the quality of my life will be lessened if I do not go to N.O. again. I do not
wish another flood for them, but I would not spend or send anything to help them
recover – again. Perhaps this was a mistake to try and preserve a city that is below
sea level and with equally low values.
Do not forget to send in your registration for the Alabama Division Reunion in
Cullman in June. And also send in your wishes to the governor regarding the Alabama memorial preservation bill. It has passed the Senate and the House, now don't
let it sit on the governor's desk and die from a pocket veto because she just did not
care about it or remember to sign it. We must stay ever vigilant to these attacks on
history and our heritage. Remember, this bill is not only for confederate monuments,
but for all veterans regardless of race which side they were on and which war. Yes,
we would also preserve and protect a monument to those misguided men that came
south and destroyed our way of life. They did not know any better.
CORNER, CONTINUED
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2017 Athens City Cemetery Stroll
(photos by Don Todd)
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The illustrious Mark Hubbs visited with the Hobbs Camp in April and presented a very well-received lecture
on the development of the rifled bullet, focusing on the type generally assumed to have been created by
Claude-Etienne Minie, but, as we learned, was truly developed by James H Burton, a man lost to history because of his, shall we say, political affiliation (he was a Confederate!!!). Compatriot Donnie Stanford provided these photos.

2017 Alabama Division Reunion
Information and registration forms for the 2017 Division reunion, 9-10 June 2017, in Cullman, Alabama, can be found
in the Alabama Confederate and at www.alscv.org.

These are the four monuments in New Orleans, in case you have missed the news recently...
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2017 Confederate Memorial Day

A few pics from the ceremony. All photos
taken by Don Todd

In case you’re wondering why there are so many photos in this issue of the Journal, let’s just say
tempus fugit… :)
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Hobbs Camp #768 Meeting Schedule

Date

Scheduled Speaker

Topic

18 May 17

Nabe Harris, Richard Martin, and
Wes Parker

Fort Henderson and Trinity School

15 Jun 17

Jacque Reeves

TBA

27 Jul 17**

Randy Bishop

TBA

17 Aug 17

Alabama Veterans Museum

Tour of the museum… just for us!

Events Calendar
4 May 17—Athens High School JROTC awards ceremony, 1630
13 May 17—I-22 “mega” flag dedication
18 May 17—Hobbs Camp meeting
20 May 17—cemetery work day?
03 Jun 2017—Annual Camp picnic/Jeff Davis Barbecue, Athens, AL, 11-2
09-10 Jun 2017—Alabama Division Reunion, Cullman, AL
15 Jun 17—Hobbs Camp meeting
17 Jun 17—Forrest Homecoming & Southern Heritage Festival, Chapel Hill, TN
18-23 Jul 2017—SCV National Reunion, Memphis, TN
**27 Jul 17—Hobbs Camp meeting (NOTE CHANGE IN DATE TO 4TH THURSDAY!!)
We are meeting at the Visitor Center near Big Spring Park/Duck Pond, NOT at the museum!!!
5 Aug 2017—Division trip to Civil War Naval Museum, Columbus, Georgia

General Stephen D. Lee’s
Charge to the
Sons of Confederate Veterans

Salute to the Confederate Flag

I Salute the Confederate Flag with
affection, reverence, and undying devotion to the Cause for which it
stands.

“To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we will
commit the vindication of the Cause for which
we fought. To your strength will be given the
defense of the Confederate Soldier’s good name,
the guardianship of his history, the emulation
of his virtues, the perpetuation of those principles which he loved and which you love also,
and those ideals which made him glorious and
which you also cherish. Remember, it is your
duty to see that the true history of the South is
presented to future generations.”
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