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Anchor on the Landscape: Conflict and Commemoration at
Hell's Half Acre
On the morning of December 31, 1862, the men in Col. William B. Hazen's brigade
of the Army of the Cumberland prepared to defend a position at the edge of a grove
of trees near the Nashville Pike outside Murfreesboro, Tennessee. That afternoon
their position, known locally as the Round Forest, became the most hotly contested
spot on a battlefield that would become synonymous with hard fighting. Hazen's
men staved off four separate assaults made by six different Confederate brigades
anchoring the Union center that day. The ferocity of the fighting in their sector left
behind a gruesome scene of dead and mangled bodies giving immediate rise to a
new name: Hell's Half Acre.
Following the battle, the site became the focus of one of the earliest attempts at
battlefield commemoration as Hazen's men built a monument to mark the site of
their triumphant stand. The Hazen Brigade Monument stood for decades as the
anchor on the landscape that would later become a national park.
Park Ranger Jim Lewis will tell the tale of the pivotal fighting at Hell's Half Acre
using the words of those who fought there and examine how the fighting there
helped reverse the tide of battle. He will also discuss the sense of pride that led
Hazen's men to construct a monument during the rigors of war time, a monument
that stands today as one of the most unique features on the Stones River National
Battlefield.

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
Thank you to everyone who attended the December meeting to hear Jim Ogden speak on “The Great Locomotive
Chase”. There were 67 diners, seven who were non-members. Also attending were an additional 24 members and three
non-members to hear the presentation. Total attendance for the lecture was 92. Thank you once again for your
outstanding support and interest in the Round Table.
Remember to make your dinner reservation by 11 a.m. January 9 th to hear Jim Lewis speak on “Hell’s Half Acre”. I’m
looking forward to the first meeting of 2017.
The Battle of Stones River / Murfreesboro – January 2nd, 1863
At 4:00 p.m. on January 2nd Bragg made his last major offensive against Rosecrans. The Union position under the
leadership of Generals Crittenden and Beatty will soon be attacked by Confederate
General Breckinridge. General Hanson will give the order to advance to Colonel Joseph Lewis of
the 6th Kentucky (C.S.). “Colonel,” Hanson yells to Lewis, “the order is to load, fix bayonets and march through the
brushwood. Then charge at double quick to within a hundred yards of the enemy, deliver fire, and go at them with the
bayonet.” Hanson had privately told Breckinridge that he believed he would not survive the assault. A single cannon
shot from Carnes’s battery was the signal for the Confederate attack.
So what did the advance look like from the opposing side as Larry Daniels writes? An Ohio soldier in the distance
reports that “they came not as a mob, but in good order. They advanced so coolly and gracefully as if on parade…
Thorough discipline was indicated in every step.” A half mile away, one of Beatty’s soldiers could “plainly and
distinctly hear them giving commands – Forward!, Guide Center!, March!”. A message delivered to Rosecrans and
Beatty stating that Rebels are massing an attack. It was reported that they had counted sixteen enemy flags. A Union
soldier yelled “boys, they are coming! The woods are full of them.”
What did the advancing Confederate soldiers face as they advanced toward enemy lines? They were under punishing
artillery fire. Breckinridge stated “many officers and men fell before we closed with their infantry.” In the midst of the
shelling, Hanson’s brigade came to a halt. Hanson was hit in the leg from a shell fragment which severed the femoral
artery. He was transport to Murfreesboro where his wife and Mrs. Breckinridge attended him. He died two days later.
Breckinridge forces under the command of Preston were able to sweep Union General Beatty’s brigades from the field
in full retreat. Crittenden had amassed a formidable array of artillery. He turns to Captain John Mendenhall, his
artillery chief, with Beatty’s division collapsing he orders him to cover my men with your cannon. Mendenhall
unleashed his artillery that sweeps the Confederates from the field. “As the mass of men swarmed down the slope they
were mowed down by the score”, observed a Union
officer. In the final analysis the North’s superior
resources save the day in stopping a Confederate
victory at Stones River. Breckinridge’s attack was
over in one hour by 5:00 p.m. The two armies had
fought to a draw by the end of the third day.
In February, Earl Hess, LMU Professor, Author,
Historian, will do a presentation entitled
“Civil War Tactics” at the Round Table’s monthly
meeting February 14, 2017. I’m looking forward to
Professor Hess’s thoughts and insights on this topic.
John Stegner, President
Sources
The Battle of Stones River – Larry J. Daniel
Battle of Stones River Illustration – Kutz and Allison

THE KNOXVILLE CIVIL WAR ROUND TABLE
2017 SPEAKERS SERIES
Jan 10---Jim Lewis, Historian Stone’s River NMP,
“Hell’s Half Acre”
Feb 14---Earl Hess, LMU Professor, Author, Historian, “Civil
War Tactics”
Mar 14---Curt Fields, Historian, “Appomattox: The Days
Before the Surrender”
Apr 11---Eric Wittenberg, Attorney, Historian & Author,
“Brandy Station”
May 9---Bud Robertson, Historian & Author, “The Four-Legged Soldiers”
Jun 13---Scott Mingus, Scientist, Historian & Author, “Extra Billy Smith”
Jul 18---George Rable, Historian & Author, “Fredericksburg”
Aug 8---Greg Biggs, Historian, “The Question was one of supplies: The logistics of
Campaign”

Sherman’s Atlanta

Sept 12---Dave Mowery, Historian & Author, “Morgan’s Great Raid: Taking the War to the North”
Oct 10---Eric Jacobson, H & A, “For Cause and Country: Spring Hill and Franklin”
Nov 14---Ed Bearss, Chief Historian Emeritus/Author, TBD
Dec 12---Jim Ogden, Historian Chickamauga/Chattanooga NMP, TBD

LOYAL KCWRT MEMBER PASSES
DONALD RABY, DEEPLY MISSED
Donald E. Raby, of Knoxville, local historian, passed away from this world unto Heaven on Monday,
December 26, 2016, after a courageous battle with cancer. Don was 65 years old and had lived a full life that
included travel while in the Navy aboard the USS Wainwright. He graduated from the University of Tennessee
and the School of Preaching and Ministries in Karns. Don retired from the United States Postal Service after
30 years of service. He was thought of as a "true friend" by all who knew him and was a loyal and steadfast
companion to his wife, Nancy.
He honored and cared for his parents, Sarah and Earl Raby and he loved his two elder brothers, Terry, now
deceased, and Fred Raby, of Florida, and their families. Don loved to study family history, especially in the
area of Scarboro and Oak Ridge, TN. He loved to hike and visit with his friends Fred Cannon, Tommy Bruce,
Ray Smith, Jim Tumblin and Gordon Davis. More recently he became interested in woodcrafts and old cars.
He will be deeply missed.
Mr. Raby was laid to rest with full military honors conducted by Roane County Honor Guard and the Naval
Reserve. Donations may be made to the Arlington Church of Christ and UT Cancer Research Fund.
Condolences may be offered at www.berrylynnhurst.com.

WELCOME BACK, JIM LEWIS
Jim Lewis Park Ranger Stones River National
Battlefield
Phone: 615-904-4977
Email: srranger1862@gmail.com
Jim Lewis has been a Park Ranger with the
National Park Service since 1991. Since
1997, he has been fixture at Stones River
National Battlefield, serving as a park
ranger, curator and de-facto historian there.
He became the Chief of Interpretation &
Cultural Resource Management in 2016.
Jim has researched and presented dozens of interpretive programs at Stones River National Battlefield
and across the country on a variety of Civil War topics. He has also produced numerous interpretive
publications and exhibits for the National Park Service.
The September 2012 Blue and
Gray Magazine featured
“Lincoln’s Hard Earned Victory,”
a full issue article written by
Ranger Lewis that provides a
concise analysis of the Stones
River Campaign and its military,
political, and social consequences.
Born in Burlington, Vermont and
raised in New Jersey, Jim is a
graduate of Cornell University
(BA in History) and has been a
student of Civil War history since
his late teens. He lives in
Murfreesboro with his wife Beth
and son James. He serves on the
advisory board of the Tennessee Civil War Preservation Association. He is also a founding member of
the Middle Tennessee Civil War Round Table and a reenactor in Company B of the Ninth Kentucky
Volunteer Infantry, U.S.
For Your viewing pleasure: https://www.c-span.org/video/?309851-1/battle-stones-river
Battle of Stones River Panelists talked about the Battle of Stones River. Lincoln Memorial University history professor Earl Hess
talked about Confederate commanding General Braxton Bragg’s role in the battle. Author and historian Richard McMurry discussed
Jefferson Davis and the confederate strategy carried out in the Stones River campaign. Stones River National Battlefield Park ranger
Jim Lewis and Tennessee Civil War National Heritage Area historian Antoinette van Zelm talked about the civilian perspectives on
the battle and its outcome.
The symposium, marking the 150th Anniversary of the Battle of Stones River, which was fought from December 31, 1862 to
January 2, 1863 near Murfreesboro, Tennessee, was co-sponsored by the National Park Service and the Tennessee Civil War
National Heritage Area.

RESACA BATTLEFIELD TOUR, SAT., MARCH 18, 2017
--Norman C. Shaw
I know you will have a great time taking this tour, especially if
you have never gone on one or it's been a long time. I'm pleased
that for each of the last two Chattanooga tours we had about 25
attend, and I'm expecting about the same this year. If you plan to
go, please email me as soon as possible to
shawclan4@bellsouth.net.

SHAW
March 18 9AM

Resaca was the first major battle during the 1864 Atlanta
Campaign between Gen. William Sherman's Union forces and
the Confederate army led by Gen. Joe Johnston. Major fighting
occurred there on May 14th and 15th.
A large portion of the battlefield was saved when 505 acres on
the western side of I-75 was purchased by the State of Georgia in
2000. However, for various reasons, it took until May 2016 to
open up this tract to the public as a state park. I attended the
opening ceremonies last May http://resacabattlefield) and was
impressed by the pristine condition of this land. It's easy to
visualize the Federal regiments making unsuccessful charges
across Camp Creek Valley toward the Rebel defenses dug along
a long ridge line. Those trenches still exist!
Several tracts have also been preserved on the eastern side of
Interstate 75 as well, where a battle reenactment is held each year. A few key sites are on private property that we should
be able to see, plus we can also visit the Confederate Cemetery and the 1930's WPA Roadside Park, Marker #3, on U. S.
Highway 41.
And, fortunately, our tour guide for the day will again be Jim Ogden, Chief Historian at the Chickamauga/Chattanooga
National Battlefield Park! Due to Jim's excellent suggestion, we will start the day's touring at Dalton, GA, a few miles
north of Resaca, and follow Union Gen. McPherson's outflanking march by his troops through Snake Creek Gap that
placed them at Resaca, immediately behind the Confederate forces still at Dalton, with the rare opportunity to trap and
destroy the entire Rebel army! However, McPherson hesitated and delayed long enough for Johnston to realize what
was happening and rapidly moved his army overnight to Resaca and to fortify.
The plan to get everyone to Resaca will be the same as the March trips to Chattanooga the last two years. We will depart
about 7 a.m. from one of the large parking lots at Turkey Creek on Parkside Drive after consolidating our numbers into
as few vehicles as possible. Please bring your minivan or other multiple passenger vehicle if you have one. I know some
will prefer to meet us at Dalton.
This will be an all-day event that will hopefully start about 9 a.m. at Dalton and end about 5 p.m. at Resaca, but we
should be able to go longer if needed since Daylight Saving Time will be in effect!
I think there's only one fast food restaurant at Resaca (a Hardee's), so it's probably best that most pack their own lunch.
Plus, your own snacks and drinks will be advisable. Wear comfortable walking shoes and probably bring a jacket and
rain gear, just in case.
For some good reading on the Battle of Resaca, see the Blue and Gray Magazine's 2015, #4 issue, and Albert Castel's
book, Decision in the West, (1992).
So far, I have a few commitments for the Resaca tour, but I know more will sign up. Come join us for an exciting,
educational time to walk a Civil War battleground, where thousands of soldiers clashed in May 1864.

DID YOU KNOW! By Larry Moore
World War II, Marine Lieutenant General Simon B. Buckner’s “direct connection” to the Civil War!
Marine Lieutenant General, Simon B. Buckner, JR, World War II was the
son of Confederate General Simon B. Buckner SR. LTG Buckner was
born on July 18, 1886 and died on June 18, 1945 due to enemy artillery
fire. He was first buried at the 10th Army Cemetery on Okinawa and later
his remains were relocated to the state of Kentucky where he was born.
LTG Buckner was placed next to his Civil War father who was born on
April 1, 1823 and died on January 8, 1914 at the age of 90, both buried at
Frankfort, Kentucky. His grandfather was an iron worker in the state of
Kentucky.
Confederate Lieutenant General, Simon B. Buckner SR was born on his
family’s estate near Munfordville, Kentucky of which he was the third
child and the second son. He was named after a South American soldier
and statesman, Simon Bolivar. He did not start school until nine years old
and his closet school friend was Thomas J. Woods who later became a
Union Army general. During the Civil War the two friends and school
mates would fight against each other. Thomas Woods opposed his school
friend Simon Buckner SR at the Battle of Perryville and the Battle of Chickamauga during the Civil War.
LTG Buckner SR graduated from the United States Military Academy at West Point, placing 11th in a class of
25 and was commissioned as a brevet second lieutenant in 1844. Prior to the Civil War he fought in the
Mexican – American War where he was cited for bravery and appointed to a brevet first lieutenant. In 1845 he
returned to West Point where he was an assistant professor of history, ethics and geography.
In 1861 Simon Buckner SR was promoted to the rank of Major General by the governor of Kentucky with the
mission of revising the state’s militia laws that was deeply divided between Union and Confederate
supporters. As a result, the state of Kentucky witnessed it being further proclaimed to be neutral. With this
neutrality, Buckner SR recruited a total of 61 militia companies to act in the defense of the state of Kentucky.
When called upon, his militia refused to store its arms and he resigned in August 1861. At this time he was
then offered a brigadier general’s commission from Winfield Scott and
again in the same month of August he was offered the same rank from
Secretary of War, Simon Cameron in response to a direct order from
President Abraham Lincoln to put him in a Union uniform – he declined
both offers. When the war started Buckner was serving as the adjutant
general for the Kentucky State Guard.
On September 14, 1861 he accepted a commission as a brigadier general’s
by Confederate General Leonidas Polk who was operating in Kentucky at
the time. Many of his Buckner’s militia men followed his leadership into
the Confederacy. It was at this time that Union officials in Louisville
declared and indicted Buckner on the charge of treason and consequently
confiscated his property. His wife’s property in Chicago was quickly
deeded to his brother-in-law. Buckner occupied the position of division
commander in the Army of Central Kentucky, thereby serving under Major
General William J. Hardee with assignment to Bowling Green, Kentucky.
His performance of duty in Confederacy got him promoted to LTG.
Did You Know Continued Page 7

Did You Know Cont.
After joining the Confederacy, he was sent to serve under General Albert Sydney Johnson and was the general
in charge of guarding Fort Donelson located on the Cumberland River. It was here that General Ulysses S.
Grant forced Buckner and his units and several other general officers into the fort for an “unconditional
surrender” which they accepted.
Following this surrender at Fort Donelson he was placed in prison until August 15, 1862 where he discovered
himself being exchanged for a Union general named General George A. McCall. Upon his release he found
himself serving under Confederate General Braxton Bragg at Perryville and a short time later he helped in the
defense of Mobile, Alabama until April 1863.
General Simon Buckner was then transferred to General Longstreet during the Siege of Knoxville but was not
present at Knoxville due to being on medical leave. His division supported Longstreet. He did serve on the
court martial of Major General Lafayette McLaws due to McLaws poor performance at Knoxville as charged
by Longstreet. Buckner did serve a short time as commander of Major General John Bell Hoods division in
February 1864. Then on March 8, 1864, Buckner was commander of the Department of East Tennessee.
On September 20, 1864 Buckner was promoted to LTG where he served as the Chief of Staff to General Kirby
Smith of the Trans-Mississippi Department. On May 26, 1865 General Buckner agreed to the terms of
surrender on behalf of General Smith which was the last sizeable Confederate army to surrender, effectively
bringing the Civil War to a close. Cherokee Brigadier General, Sam Watie surrendered his Army on June 23,
1865.
After the Confederacy surrendered in 1865, LTG Simon Buckner was found to be living in New Orleans in
view that he was not allowed to return to the state of Kentucky for three years. He returned in 1868 and later
he served as Governor of Kentucky until 1891.
References: National Park Service’s Civil War Timeline. Civilwar.org/education/history/ biographies/simonbuckner (Wikipedia.org/wiki). Divided Loyalties. Simon B. Buckner.doc.
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