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Camp (and other) Events

The annual Christmas social/awards dinner is upon us! Bring
your family to the Veterans Museum on Thursday, December
15th, 2016, for an evening of food, fun, and fellowship.

11 Dec 16
Christmas at Wheeler
Pond Spring, Wheeler, AL
1p-5p

There is a “signup genius” page set up for you to let us know
whether or not you will be there, bringing food, etc. If you
have not received an e-mail invitation to the website, please
contact Lee as soon as possible. Several of you have already
taken advantage of this easy-to-use service… thank you!

15 Dec 16
Christmas party
Veterans Museum
6p

If you’ve not yet renewed your SCV membership, there’s no
better time than now. Remember, though, that you’ll have to
pay a $5 fee (total $35) to GHQ/National because we’re past
the 1 November deadline. Fees for Division are $10 and Camp
dues are $15.

See the list on the last page
for other events.
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As usual, there is a lot going on in the coming weeks (no, not
just Christmas!), and I hope you’ll be able to join in with some
of the Hobbs Camp and Alabama Division folks at an event or
two. Recently, several from the Camp traveled to Franklin, TN,
for the annual relic show held at the Williamson County Ag
Center. Jimmy Hill, Donnie Stanford, and I met for breakfast
then rode together to the event. While there, we ran into Commander Buzz, Will Weir, William Pepper, David Johnson
(former member) and we saw Andy Schrimsher there, too. The
show seemed a little smaller than years past, but it was an enjoyable trip, nonetheless. On the way home, Jimmy, Donnie,
and I stopped for our ‘usual’ lunch at the Farmer’s Restaurant
in Columbia… took us a bit to find them, though.. There was a
shoe store or something where we expected to find them…
they had moved across the road into the Columbia Mall. After a
hearty lunch, we had an opportunity to visit Elm Springs (SCV
headquarters) because they were open due to a weekend
Maury County home tour… it was my first time there and now I
really want to go back for a full tour (maybe a Camp trip in the
future?).
Anyway, I hope we’ll see all of you next Thursday evening. If
not, have a Merry Christmas with your families and a joyous
beginning to your 2017!
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When you shop at AmazonSmile, Amazon donates 0.5% of
the purchase price to the Hobbs Camp. Bookmark a link
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/58-1916032 and support the
Hobbs Camp every time you shop.

At the August meeting of the Alabama Division Executive Committee (DEC), the Thomas Denney Camp 1442
in Cullman was selected to host the 2017 reunion of
the Alabama Division. Those of you who attended last
year know what an outstanding job the Denney Compatriots did, and this year promises to be even better.
Details are forthcoming (expect to see something in
the January issue of the Alabama Confederate), but
rest assured it won’t be the same thing as last year, as
some folks feared.
What I know for now is the dates will be 9-10 June
2017, so mark your calendars now and plan to reunite
with your Compatriots from around the Division to celebrate another fine year in the Sons of Confederate
Veterans.

The Sons of Confederate Veterans will return to Memphis, Tennessee, for their 2017 Reunion Convention.
This will be July 18-23, 2017, at the Cook Convention Center. It’s not too early to make hotel reservations
and register for the event. Visit www.scvmemphis2017.org for details.

The Tennessee Valley Civil War Round Table (www.tvcwrt.org) meets at 6:30 on the second Thursday every month, except December, at the Elks Lodge at 725 Franklin Street in
Huntsville, Alabama (exceptions made for special events).
The 2017 program calendar is not available at press time. It will be published as soon as
possible.
If you are interested in joining the TVCWRT and their mission, contact:
Emil Posey at emilposey@ardmore.net / 256-278-5533
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2016 Athens Christmas parade
The Hobbs Camp participated in the annual Athens Christmas parade on Thursday, December 1st.
Will Weir, Jimmy and Shelia Hill, William Pepper, and Buzz Estes rode on the float, decorated as a
camp scene (with Christmas tree and music!). Garth Lovvorn drove and Jac Hayden (I think) rode
in the truck. Thanks to all who participated, whether you were one of the many who helped decorate the trailer or were able to attend. Pictures below were posted to Facebook by Teresa Todd
and Bill Swindell. I have used them without permission… hope they don’t mind.

William Pepper and Jimmy Hill

William Pepper and Jimmy Hill

Front view of the float (you can see Buzz’s back, William, and
Jimmy

Will Weir, William, and Jimmy (on the far right)

Commander Buzz, Carol Codori (Past
President of the TVCWRT, OCR member
and friend of the SCV), and a fine looking
Revolutionary War soldier (I’m sure
someone can name him, but I couldn’t)
assisted the Egbert J Jones Camp 357
during the Huntsville Veterans Day float
on November 11th.
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Vanderbilt Ends Racism By Removing Confederate From Campus Building
By Clay Travis Aug 15, 2016 at 4:57p ET

Vanderbilt University, my law school and graduate degree alma mater, became the latest school to succumb
to politically correct versions of history when it announced it would remove the name Confederate from the
Memorial Hall on campus.
The hall was first named in 1935, after a $50,000 donation from the United Daughters of the Confederacy.
Now Vanderbilt will be paying $1.2 million to the original donorship group to rename the hall. That's $1.2
million that could endow several minority scholarships, but instead it's being used to eliminate the university's connection to the history of its state, city and region. In so doing the university will actually be sandblasting away reference to the word confederacy on the building which is, you know, exactly what terrorist
organizations do to historical relics they don't approve of in the Middle East.
Welcome to modern campus life, if anything in history offends you, eliminate it.

Of course, I have a truly radical idea: The purpose of a university is not to deny history or create a campus
where students never come into contact with uncomfortable ideas. It's to present an unvarnished look at the
real world and prepare the next generation for the fact that not everyone will agree with every idea you
have for the rest of your life.
Instead modern universities coddle their students, providing trigger warnings for uncomfortable subjects in
their readings, handcuffing professors who are terrified of being told they aren't inclusive enough -- whatever the hell that means -- teaching these students that the best way to deal with real life is to demand that it
perfectly reflect their internal belief system.
Most students today have no grasp of history so let me provide you with a history lesson:
Nearly 100% of all Civil War soldiers fought based on the state they were born in, whether north or south,
not their opinion of slavery. In the 1860's your state was viewed as the equivalent of your country. It was
such an irregular occasion for a citizen not to support his state of residence, that soldiers like General John
Pemberton, a Pennsylvanian who supported the South and General George Thomas, a Virginian who supported the North, were extreme oddities and considered to be traitors by their contemporaries. You didn't
fight based on your opinion of slavery, you fought based on which state your ancestors happened to settle
in after arriving in the country.
As I wrote last year, the Civil War flag you marched under was a quirk of geographic fate; your family's ancestral decision to settle in Illinois or Alabama dictated your allegiance. These were simpler and more provincial times, every state was its own country, every community its own state. You fought, bled and died alongside your neighbors. All of the soldiers in the Civil War were, just like you and me, a product of the era in
which they grew up.
And whether you fought for the North or the South you were racist as hell compared to today's contemporary society. Some northern soldiers owned slaves, 98% of all Southern soldiers did not own slaves. But either way EVERYONE WAS RACIST IN THE 1860's. Doubt me? Sure, Abraham Lincoln favored the abolition of
slavery. But do you know what he wanted to do with the freed slaves? Ship them all back to Africa so they
didn't mix with the white people here.
Oops.
Judged by our modern standards Abraham Lincoln was incredibly racist. Does that mean we should take
down the Lincoln Memorial? Of course not, I admire Lincoln so much that I named my son after him. George
Washington was a slaveholder, does that mean we should rename Washington, D.C.? Where does the elimination of uncomfortable history end? Are we really prepared to only teach history that doesn't offend anyone?
Would Vanderbilt change the name of the university if instead of being a rapacious robber baron, Cornelius
Vanderbilt had made his money off plantations? You may think that's insane, but that's exactly what Yale
students are demanding right now.
(By the way, do you know how Vanderbilt got its start? Cornelius married a woman 45 years younger than
him -- his cousin from Alabama! He was 75 and she was 30 so the Commodore was a
bit of a freak. Seriously, is there anything more perfect than the SEC's best academic
Continued, next page
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institution being founded because a dude married a cousin from Alabama 45 years younger than him? It was
this woman's family that convinced him to endow Vanderbilt.)
Our modern day society is obsessed with eliminating all nuance and insisting on artificial binaries -- good or
evil, Republican or Democrat, acceptable or unacceptable behavior, if that sounds familiar it should, all has
been Disneyfied into an ersatz duality, everything in modern society is either good or evil.
As you get older, if you have a functional brain, you learn a simple lesson, life doesn't dwell in absolutes.
And if you study history as you age you learn an immutable lesson that is true across all continents and all
times -- no matter how advanced and intelligent you believe your own modern society is, many of your present day ideas will be considered reprehensible by your great-grandchildren.
What are they? We don't know. Because we are imperfect humans in an imperfect world.
But I get a great deal of entertainment out of this ultimate irony -- even the most politically correct nutjob
out there today, the person who drives you crazy with his perceived moral superiority, is likely to be considered reprehensible by his ancestors. All of us, the saints and sinners, the heroes and cowards, the vast majority of us, who dwell somewhere in between, are flawed, even more so when reviewed in a historical context by people we'll never know, who will judge us lacking in many, if not most, respects.
I've walked across the campus at Vanderbilt many times over parts of the past four decades of my life. Back
in 2002, when this controversy initially began, I was a law student on the campus. One day I found myself
in front of Confederate Memorial Hall and unlike the vast majority of all students on campus I actually stood
and thought about what the name meant. And the lesson I took wasn't one of exclusion at all, it was one of
wonder.
If, I thought, this country, state, and university was capable of advancing so far since the Civil War ended,
where might we all end up in some distant day far to come?
Of course, that's how people who study history think, not just of life's failures or insensitivities or god forbid,
of modern day offensiveness, but of life's possibilities, the distance between where we were, where we are,
and where we'd like to be one day.
If you eliminate the start of a story then there's no context for human advancement, we have no idea how
far we've come or where we began. Confederate Memorial Hall tells me a story about where we began as a
university, removing the historical connection tells me nothing at all, it's just an artificial blandness.
It doesn't stand for anything at all, it's just there.
A university shouldn't exist to make us feel better, it should exist to teach us where we've been and where
we hope to go. Vanderbilt University, my double alma mater, had an opportunity to teach us all of these
things.
And it failed.
For that I'm sad.
Because while history teaches us about the past, mostly, it teaches us about ourselves.
http://www.outkickthecoverage.com/vanderbilt-ends-racism-by-removing-confederate-from-campus-building-081516

Editor’s note: it’s an interesting point to me that the primary focus of the blog from which this article was
taken seems to be college football...
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No more Civil War art at the Capitol?

This painting of the 2nd Minnesota’s charge at Missionary Ridge, led by Col. Judson Bishop (with hat aloft), of Chatfield, is one
of the four Civil War paintings in the Governor’s Reception Room at the State Capitol. The artist, Douglas Volk, was paid
$6,000 for the work, which was painted about 40 years after the war. Courtesy of the Minnesota Historical Society

Two Rochester lawmakers are vowing to fight a state board's decision to remove all Civil War art
from the Governor's Reception Room in the Minnesota Capitol.
Republican Sens. Dave Senjem and Carla Nelson say they are dismayed members of the Capitol Area Architectural and Planning Board voted to remove all the Civil War-related art from the highprofile room. The board did not specify whether that art should be placed elsewhere in the Capitol
or removed altogether.
"Unquestionable, the Civil War art needs to stay where it is. That is foundational art, recognizing
the contributions of Minnesota toward saving the union during the Civil War," Senjem said. "To remove that history from the state Capitol is an unquestionable error."
But supporters of the move, including DFL Gov. Mark Dayton, argue it is time to put new art in the
Governor's Reception Room that better reflects the state's long and diverse history. On Oct. 27,
Dayton wrote a letter to the Minnesota Historical Society's Executive Council urging them to move
the Civil War paintings out of the ornate room.
"I believe that the art in the Governor's Reception Room should be more welcoming and also more
broadly representative of our state's history. It should better represent the full complexion of our
state and a more varied perspective on our history, geography and culture," Dayton wrote.
Should they stay or go?

Continued, next page
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The debate comes as the $300 million-plus restoration of the Minnesota Capitol approaches completion. At issue are six paintings in the Governor's Reception Room that were commissioned by
Minnesota Capitol architect Cass Gilbert. The paintings were incorporated into the 1905 building's
design and are attached to the walls via molding in the reception room. Two of those portraits —
"Father Hennepin at the Falls of St. Anthony" and "The Treaty of Traverse des Sioux" — have generated intense debate because of their depiction of Native Americans. Critics say they are historically inaccurate and offensive.
Two key state panels agree those paintings should be removed from the Governor's Reception
Room and placed elsewhere in the Capitol as part of a display that provides historical information
about what is portrayed. But disagreement remains over what to do with the four other portraits —
"The Battle of Nashville," "The Fourth Minnesota Entering Vicksburg," The Second Minnesota Regiment at Missionary Ridge" and "The Battle of Gettysburg."
Those paintings have been removed from the Governor's Reception Room so they could be restored. At issue is whether they should return at all. The Minnesota Historical Society's Executive
Council voted last month on resolutions to return all or some of the artwork back to the reception
room. Those motions failed to pass.
Minnesota Historical Society spokeswoman Jessica Cohen said the board wanted to get input from
the CAAP Board and the State Capitol Preservation Commission before making a decision on what
to do with the art. Under state law, the historical society ultimately is responsible for works of art in
the Capitol.
"Our hope, our intent, is to have a decision in early December," Cohen said.
On Tuesday, Lt. Gov. Tina Smith made a motion at the CAAP Board not to return the paintings to
the reception area. It passed on a 5-3 vote. Nelson serves on that board but was unable to attend
the meeting because she was out of town. She said she strongly disagrees with the board's decision.
"Minnesotans played an integral part in the Civil War. It is an integral part of our state's history. I
just think it's a travesty," she said.
Architect Ted Lenz serves on the CAAP Board and voted in favor of removing the Civil War paintings from the reception area. Lenz, who is president of the Cass Gilbert Society, said he came to
the conclusion that displaying these portraits in the Governor's Reception Room is not the best way
to tell the story of the war. Instead, he would like to see them displayed elsewhere in the Capitol
with accompanying historical information. He added that the Governor's Reception Room is Minnesota's living room, and it should reflect the state's entire history.
"Part of the litmus test for me is can you walk into that room a seventh-grader, a fifth-grader, a
college student and let them look at that and have them say, 'Yeah, this helps tell my story. This is
the Minnesota I love,'" Lenz said.
There will be an added cost to taxpayers if those paintings are not returned to the reception room,
according to Paul Mandell, the CAAP Board's executive secretary. The state has spent hundreds of
thousands of dollars restoring the paintings. They would need to be framed and glazed if they are
not put up in the reception room. That would cost an estimated $25,000 per portrait. The Legislature would have to approve those additional dollars — something Nelson predicts would be unlikely
with Republicans in charge of the House and Senate.
The preservation commission will weigh in next on the decision during a meeting at 1:30 p.m. on
Nov. 29 on the fifth floor of the Veterans Service Building in St. Paul. Senjem serves on that commission and said he will fight against removing the Civil War paintings. This is personal for Senjem.
His great-grandfather, Olaus Olson, fought in the Union Army and served at the Battle of Nashville.
Senjem added, "As far as I am concerned, I will do everything I can to stop (the removal) from
happening."

Heather J. Carlson, hcarlson@postbulletin.com
 Updated Nov 19, 2016
http://www.postbulletin.com/news/local/no-more-civil-war-art-at-the-capitol/article_dcc092de-bb1e-5bb5-b7d12fb4da106b8b.html
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Flag of the Month
26th/50th Alabama Infantry
Organized in March 1862, this regiment was originally designated as
the 26th Alabama Infantry. This
designation was later changed to
the 50th Alabama Infantry. The
date that this flag was issued is
unknown, however, its use will
post date December 1863 when
Joseph E. Johnston assumed command of the Army of Tennessee.
Johnston had new battle flags of
this pattern issued in the early
spring, 1864.
Following the war, former Lt. Colonel Newton Nash Clements apparently retained possession of the
flag. Dr. Thomas Owen, Director,
Alabama Department of Archives
and History, began writing Mrs. N.
N. Clements concerning the flag on
October 22, 1904. Over the years,
Flag 26th/50th Alabama Infantry
he continued to request the donaCatalogue No. 86.3943.1
tion of the flag which was finally
(PN10204-10205)
forwarded to the Department on
August 7, 1909. The flag was donated by Mrs. Clements and her
daughter Miss Belle Cements. The accession log entry of August 12, 1909 describes the flag as "badly mutilated".
Sources:
Curator's Object Files, Civil War Flags, Alabama Department of Archives and History.
Madaus, Howard Michael. The Battle Flags of the Confederate Army of Tennessee. Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 1976.

U.S. War Department. War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and
Confederate Armies. Government Printing Office, 1880-1901.
http://www.archives.state.al.us/referenc/FLAGS/049.html

The Thomas H. Hobbs Journal is the official newsletter of the Captain Thomas H. Hobbs Camp #768, Sons of Confederate Veterans.
It is available online at w w w .scv768.org or by e-mail. If you would like to have the Journal sent to you please email the editor at: cam p768.new s@yahoo.com and your name will be added to the list. If you have photos, news,
articles or events for the Journal then e-mail them to the same address and we will try to publish your submission.
All submissions become the property of the Thomas H. Hobbs Journal.
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Hobbs Camp #768 Meeting Schedule

Date

Scheduled Speaker

Topic

15 Dec 16

Hobbs Camp

Christmas Social

19 Jan 17

Gene Andrews

Game night! Trivia!

16 Feb 17

Dr. Brandon Beck

General Forrest (actual story TBD)

16 Mar 17

Harold Bouldin

TBA

Events Calendar
15 Dec 2016—Christmas social/awards ceremony, Veterans Museum, Athens, AL, 6p
7 Jan 2017—Division field trip to Columbus, Ga., to visit the naval museum (contact Jimmy for details!)
19 Jan 2017—Hobbs Camp meeting
19 Jan 2017—Robert E Lee birthday (210)
21 Jan 2017—Robert E Lee Day celebration, Montgomery, AL, at the Archives
21 Jan 2017—Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson birthday (193)
3-5 Feb 2017—Chickamauga/North Georgia Civil War Show, Dalton, GA
16 Feb 2017—Hobbs Camp meeting
18 Feb 2017—Division EC meeting, Montgomery, AL
4 Mar 2017—Confederate flag day
16 Mar 2017—Hobbs Camp meeting
18 Mar 2017—cemetery work day—flagging to prepare for Confederate Memorial Day
25 Mar 2017—Alabama Education Conference, Prattville, AL
9-10 Jun 2017—Alabama Division Reunion, Cullman, AL

General Stephen D. Lee’s
Charge to the
Sons of Confederate Veterans

Salute to the Confederate Flag

I Salute the Confederate Flag with
affection, reverence, and undying devotion to the Cause for which it
stands.

“To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we will
commit the vindication of the Cause for which
we fought. To your strength will be given the
defense of the Confederate Soldier’s good name,
the guardianship of his history, the emulation
of his virtues, the perpetuation of those principles which he loved and which you love also,
and those ideals which made him glorious and
which you also cherish. Remember, it is your
duty to see that the true history of the South is
presented to future generations.”
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